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ADDENDUM NO. 2 
 

RACCOON ISLAND MAINTENANCE/CONSTRUCTION FEATURE REMOVAL 
PROJECT (TE‐48) 

 
 

This addendum shall be considered part of the Plans, Specifications, and Contract Documents 
(except as noted otherwise) and is issued to change, amplify, or delete from or otherwise explain 
these documents where provisions of this addendum differ from those of the original documents. 
This addendum shall have precedence over the original documents and shall govern. 
 

CONTRACTOR QUESTIONS 

 

Question 1: Can the main offices be at the landing if a shelter is provided on a barge on-site for 
(the) company rep. and engineer? 

Answer: Yes.  

Question 2: Does internet service need to present in the shelter on site? 

Answer: No. However, internet service at the main offices must be provided for the resident project 
representative.  

Question 3: Can (a) Marsh Buggy track out of the 100 foot work space on the bay side to transport 
fabric off (the) island if (the) tide is too low to get barges and boats to (the) bank? 

Answer: Yes, however, care should be taken as to not damage existing island features and/or vegetation 
outside of the work area. If damage is incurred by existing island features and/or vegetation outside of the 
designated work area, the contractor shall be responsible for restoring the damaged areas to pre-
construction conditions. See GP-22 and TS-10.  

TS-10 of the contract specifications states, “The Contractor shall exercise caution when accessing and 
driving in the project area with vehicles or Equipment. In the event that damage is caused by the 
Contractor outside the authorized construction areas, the Contractor shall restore all damage to existing 
structures, vegetation, or any other structure or natural feature to pre-construction conditions or better. 
The Contractor will not receive final payment until all damage is restored to the satisfaction of the Owner 
and Engineer”. 

In addition to contract specifications, the LDWF regulations also stipulate the following regarding 
Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (SAV) and Coastal Dune Grasslands: 

“Submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV) may be present in the project vicinity. Submerged aquatic 
vegetation is considered critically imperiled in Louisiana due to its extreme rarity and vulnerability. This 
extremely productive community type is known to provide food for a number of species, including the 
federally endangered manatee (Trichechus manatus). SAV acts as nursery areas and provide refuge for 
the young of many fishes and invertebrates. Work activities should be completed in such manner as to 
minimize the impacts to this natural community. If the project is to occur at a water depth of 4 feet (1.2 
meters) or less, a field visit should be conducted at the worksite to look for evidence of SAV.  If no SAV is 
found near the proposed project, no further consultation with LDWF will be necessary. If SAV is found 
near the proposed project, further consultation with LDWF will be required. Contact Chris Reid at (225) 
765-2820 to coordinate activities. 



Coastal Dune Grassland 

The database indicates that Coastal Dune Grassland is located within the study area. This community is 
considered critically imperiled in the state of Louisiana and provides habitat for many unique species of 
plants. Dune sandbur (Cenchrus tribuloides) and Sea Oats (Uniola paniculata) are two imperiled plant 
species that can be found within Coastal Dune Grassland communities. We advise you to take the 
necessary measures to avoid any degradation of this ecological community. If you have any questions or 
need additional information, please contact Chris Reid at 225-765-2820”. 

Question 4: If the work area is restricted to within 100 feet from Geo Textile seaward why don’t 
you allow access to work area such as dredging? Working during the months of December thru 
February will encounter many low tides making it on some days impossible to get equipment in 
desired area for loading. 

Answer: Access dredging was not permitted for this project. The island should be accessible via low-draft 
barges or similar equipment. It is highly recommended that the Contractor conduct a site visit to ascertain 
site conditions prior to placing a bid on the project.  

Care should be taken as to not damage existing island features and/or vegetation outside of the work 
area. If damage is incurred by existing island features and/or vegetation outside of the designated work 
area, the contractor shall be responsible for restoring the damaged areas to pre-construction conditions. 
See GP-22 and TS-10. 

Question 5: What type of transportation on site at a minimum is required to be provided for 
engineer and company rep? 

Answer: SP-15 stipulates the Contractor’s obligations for on-site transportation to be provided for the 
Owner, Engineer, and Resident Project Representative. For reference, the relevant section of SP-15 is 
stated as follows: 

 “The Contractor shall provide a safe and reasonable means of transportation around the Project Site for 
the Resident Project Representative, Owner, and Engineer for the duration of the Work. The Contractor 
shall transport the Resident Project Representative and Engineer around the project site as requested 
within a reasonable timeframe. The schedule and pickup location shall be arranged by the 
Engineer/Resident Project Representative and the Contractor prior to mobilization. The Contractor shall 
provide a boat and land transportation for the exclusive use of the Engineer and/or Resident Project 
Representative to tour the Project Site during the Work”. 

The minimum requirements are outlined in Section SP‐15. Depending on weather conditions, a larger 
vessel than the one required for on‐site use in SP‐15 may be needed to transport personnel and owner 
representatives from the landing to the project site in a safe and reasonable means. Should the Engineer 
determine that transportation of the RPR and contractor personnel is not safe due to limitations of the 
boat provided by the contractor, the Owner may obtain and use other necessary transportation at the 
expense of the contractor. 

Question 6: If (the) contractor is directed by CPRA to which side of island is to be started on and 
gets interrupted by whatever means will contractors be compensated for the change up? 

Answer: No additional compensation will be provided by the Owner. Attached is a sequence of 
construction provided for completing the work to avoid pelican nesting.  It should also be noted that this 
work is anticipated to be performed before waterbird nesting season.  However, the following language 
from the LDWF regulations should be noted.  The permits are attached.    

“Our database indicates the presence of bird nesting colonies within one mile of this proposed 
project.   Please be aware that entry into or disturbance of active breeding colonies is prohibited 



by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF). In addition, LDWF prohibits work 
within a certain radius of an active nesting colony. 

Nesting colonies can move from year to year and no current information is available on the 
status of these colonies. If work for the proposed project will commence during the nesting 
season, conduct a field visit to the worksite to look for evidence of nesting colonies. This field 
visit should take place no more than two weeks before the project begins. If no nesting colonies 
are found within 400 meters (700 meters for brown pelicans) of the proposed project, no further 
consultation with LDWF will be necessary. If active nesting colonies are found within the 
previously stated distances of the proposed project, further consultation with LDWF will be 
required. In addition, colonies should be surveyed by a qualified biologist to document species 
present and the extent of colonies. Provide LDWF with a survey report which is to include the 
following information: 

1. qualifications of survey personnel; 

2. survey methodology including dates, site characteristics, and size of survey area; 

3. species of birds present, activity, estimates of number of nests present, and general 
vegetation type including digital photographs representing the site; and 

4. topographic maps and ArcView shapefiles projected in UTM NAD83 Zone 15 to illustrate the 
location and extent of the colony. 

Please mail survey reports on CD to: Louisiana Natural Heritage Program 

La. Dept. of Wildlife & Fisheries 
P.O. Box 98000 
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
 
To minimize disturbance to colonial nesting birds, the following restrictions on activity should be 
observed: 

- For colonies containing nesting wading birds (i.e., herons, egrets, night-herons, ibis, 
roseate spoonbills, anhingas, and/or cormorants), all project activity occurring within 300 meters 
of an active nesting colony should be restricted to the non-nesting period (i.e., September 1 
through February 15). 

- For colonies containing nesting gulls, terns, and/or black skimmers, all project activity 
occurring within 400 meters (700 meters for brown pelicans) of an active nesting colony should 
be restricted to the non-nesting period (i.e., September 16 through April 1)”. 

The permit and requirements are attached. The Contractor’s proposed sequence of construction and 
construction schedule shall be submitted as stipulated in GP-8 of the project specifications.  

Question 7: Can a pipe or post be driven on shore for winching? Which will be removed after it’s 
usage. 

Answer: This is permitted within the construction limits.  However, the contractor shall be aware of SP4.7, 
which states, “The Contractor shall be responsible for investigating, locating, and protecting all existing 
facilities, structures, services, and pipelines on, above, or under the surface of the area where operations 
are to be performed.”  In addition, TS-2.3 states, “Prior to any excavation, the Contractor shall call 
Louisiana One Call at 1- 800-272-3020 to locate any utility lines in the area. The Contractor shall then 
perform a magnetometer survey near any identified existing infrastructure as well as the alignment of 
containment dike to be degraded.”  If the Contractor intends to use a winch and drive a post or pipe into 
the ground, this plan should be submitted in the Work Plan for approval along with the Contractor’s 



methodology for mitigating damage to existing island features and proposed magnetometer survey lines 
to ensure that there are no existing pipelines in the area.  

Question 8: Is any trash, debris and visqueen outside of the work area the responsibility of the 
contractors? 

Answer: Any trash or debris resulting from the Work, from the Contractor and its subcontractors, and/or 
resulting from the Contractor’s work and presence on the island shall conform to GP-27 and TS-12 of the 
project specifications.  

Question 9: Do you know how many cubic yards of visqueen is in the site? 

Answer: We do not have any available quantities related to the visqueen installed during construction. 

Question 10: How much per cubic yard does the Geo Textile weigh? 

Answer: Attached are the specifications of the geotextile fabric installed during the original Raccoon 
Island (TE‐48) project. It is the responsibility of the contractor to determine the weight and composition of 
the material based upon this information provided. Based on information provided the NRCS, only 
geotextile fabric and visqueen was used during the construction of the containment dike. Note that the 
Geotextile fabric previously installed has ripped and become degraded over time. Therefore, existing 
sections of geotextile fabric on-site are not uniform. 

Question 11: Is the Geo Textile or any other material to be removed at the site considered 
hazardous or contains Asbestos? 

Answer: See answer to question 17. 

Question 12: Coast Guard does not certify any vessel under 5 tons. The boat that will be provided 
to the engineer and company rep is under 5 tons but meets all other CPRA requirements in bid 
and is registered with the Wildlife and Fisheries and will be equipped with all items onboard as 
deem necessary by Wildlife and Fisheries. 

Answer: SP-15 of the project specifications states the follow: 

“The boat shall have the following features: 

15.1 An enclosed cabin space; 

15.2 Capable of maintaining 25 knots (29 mph); 

15.3 Six (6) passenger capacity; 

15.4 Coast Guard certified; 

15.5 Operable marine radio; 

15.6 All safety equipment required by the Coast Guard for the size and type of that boat; 

15.7 Draft of two feet (2’) or less. 

The Contractor shall supply the fuel and maintain the boat and land transportation resources. All 
mechanical malfunctions shall be repaired within twelve (12) hours. 

In the event that the Contractor refuses, neglects, or delays compliance with the requirements of this 
provision, the Owner may obtain and use other necessary transportation at the expense of the 
Contractor. The costs associated with providing transportation shall be included in the lump sum price for 
Bid Item No. 1, “Mobilization and Demobilization””. 



In addition to the project specifications, the USCG website notes that only inspected and certified vessels 
are allowed to transport 6 or more people. It is expected that a crew boat with this capacity (at a 
minimum) will be required for this project. An excerpt from the USCG website regarding inspected vessels 
and Captain’s licensure requirements is listed below. 

“A Master license is required if you operate “inspected” vessels. Inspected vessels are allowed to carry 
more than 6 passengers. To become Inspected, the vessel must be built in accordance with rigid USCG 
Commercial Vessel Inspection standards”. 

Question 13:  Anchor tubes to remain are they attached to geotextile material?  Anchor tubes were 
attached to the geotextile material at the time of construction.  Anchor tubes located on the bay side of 
the existing containment dike to be degraded shall remain in place.  Anchor tubes located seaward of the 
existing containment dike shall be removed.   

Question 14: March platform elev. Is it highest are lowest elev. that we have to degrade dike 
too?  The degraded area shall match the existing marsh platform elevation.  The allowable tolerance for 

the elevation of the degraded containment dike is ±0.5’.   

Question 15:  Geotube 410’- where does it run?  The existing geotube is located at the eastern end of 

the island on the bay side as shown on Sheet 3 of the construction plans.   

Question 16:  Work area scales to 200’, is that correct?  The work area for the containment dike 
degradation is approximately 200’.  The work limits shall be 100’ landward of the landward toe of the 
containment dike to be degraded and 60’ seaward of the seaward toe of the containment dike to be 
degraded.   

Question 17: Can we get on dike to be degraded with equipment or has to be amphibious?  What 
was used to build dike conventional are amphibious excavator?  Equipment is allowed on the dike 

proposed to be degraded.  A bucket dredge was used to construct the existing dike.   

Question 18: Are there any known pipe lines or flow lines in area?  All known pipelines are shown on 
the Plans. It should be noted that the Plans specify “THE CONTRACTOR SHALL LOCATE 
INFRASTRUCTURE IN ALL AREAS OF EXCAVATION AND REMOVAL AND OTHER WORK THAT 
MAY POTENTIALLY DAMAGE OR INTERFERE WITH EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE, PRIOR TO ANY 
WORK. LOCATION OF INFRASTRUCTURE (PIPELINES, WELL HEADS, ETC.) ARE PROVIDED IN 
THE CONTRACT DOCUMENTS FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY. 

Question 19: What are the water depths on bay side?  Can it be approached with a barge?  No 
recent bathymetry data is available near the project site. It is highly recommended that the contractor 
conduct a site visit to determine accessibility of the project site.  The original project was constructed 
without dredging for access.   

Question 20:  When is construction scheduled to begin?  It is anticipated that construction would 
begin by mid-December.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2015 Project Site Photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sequence of Construction 
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June 7, 2016 
 
 

Mr.Karl Morgan 
Department of Natural Resources 
Office of Coastal Management 
P.O. Box 44487 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

 
Re: DWF ID# 2816016, Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority (CPRA}, Proposed Raccoon Island 
Breakwater Rehabilitation and Removal of Structures Associated with TE-48, Isles Dernieres Barrier Island 
Refuge (IDBIR) 

 
Dear Mr. Morgan: 

 
The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) has reviewed the above referenced project 
and will offer this Letter of Clearance in accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding between our 
two agencies provided that the following conditions are made a part of the Coastal Use Permit. 

 
1. Prior to the initiation of the proposed project, CPRA shall notify Vaughan McDonald, in writing 

their intent to begin the project and give a brief outline of the project schedule. Upon receipt of this 
notification, LDWF may request a pre-project meeting with CPRA to coordinate project details. 

 
2. CPRA shall notify Mr. Lance Campbell prior to any activities within IDBIR. Mr. Campbell may 

be reached at (337) 373-0032. 
 

3. CPRA shall be responsible for repairing any damages to IDBIR as a result of their operations. 
 

4. GRANTEE (i.e., CPRA) shall hold harmless, defend and indemnify GRANTOR, the state, the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, their assigns, agents, and employees(including 
volunteers) against any and all claims for property damage and bodily injury (including death) 
which may arise as a result of the proposed project, including all claims which are alleged to be a 
result of the negligence of the GRANTOR, the state, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, their 
assigns, agents, or employees (including volunteers). 

 
After review of "Louisiana's Comprehensive Master Plan for a Sustainable Coast" (Master Plan), it is the 
opinion of LDWF that the portion of the proposed project that lies within the IDBIR does not conflict with 
the goals and objectives of the Master Plan. LDWF has determined that the portion of the proposed project 
that lies within the IDBIR has been designed in such a way that is consistent with the Louisiana Coastal 
Resources Program to the maximum extent practicable. 

 
Additionally, the project has been reviewed for potential impacts to resources of concern to the Louisiana 
Natural Heritage Program for the portion of the project that lies within IDBIR. Three species of concern 
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may potentially be impacted as a result of your project (Piping Plover - Charadrius melodus, Wilson's 
Plover - Charadrius wilsonia, and Snowy Plover - Charadrius alexandrius). Additionally, Waterbird 
nesting colonies, Coastal Dune Grasslands, and Marine submergent vascular vegetation may be impacted 
as a result of the proposed project 

 
Piping Plover: 

 
The piping plover (Charadrius melodus) may occur within one mile of the project area. This 
species is federally listed  as threatened with its critical habitat designated along the Louisiana 
coast. Piping Plovers winter in Louisiana feeding at intertidal beaches, mudflats, and sand flats 
with sparse emergent vegetation. Primary threats to this species are destruction and degradation 
of winter habitat, habitat alteration through shoreline erosion,  woody  species encroachment  of 
lake shorelines and riverbanks,  and human disturbance of foraging birds.  For more information 
on piping plover critical habitat, visit the U.S. Fish and  Wildlife  website: 
http://endangered.fws.gov. Contact Bridgette Firmin with the United States Fish  & Wildlife 
Service at (337) 291-3132 to coordinate activities. 

 
Wilson's Plover 

 
Our database indicates an occurrence of Wilson's Plover (Charadrius wilsonia) in your project 
area. This is a species of special concern. It holds a state rank of S1S3B, S3N and is considered 
critically imperiled/rare in Louisiana. During the breeding season, the Wilson's Plover occurs in 
eastern and southern coastal areas of the United States. It winters from southern coastal Florida 
south to northern South America, usually along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts. Wilson's plover is 
locally common on beaches, sand flats, and fresh dredged-material. The birds feed on tidal 
mudflats and sandy beaches where marine invertebrates are abundant. The breeding season 
begins in early April and extends into August. Nesting occurs on sandy beaches near the coast. 
The Wilson's Plover is a colonial nester nesting in loose groups sometimes with oystercatchers 
and terns. Threats include habitat loss/degradation due to coastal development, beach 
stabilization and renourishment, and sediment diversion; disturbance by humans and their pets to 
roosting and/or breeding birds; environmental contaminants; and un-naturally high populations 
of predators. 

 
Snowy Plover 

 
Our database also indicates an occurrence of Snowy Plover (Charadrius alexandrinus) in your 
project area. This species holds a state rank of SIB, SN and is considered critically imperiled in 
Louisiana. The Snowy Plover winters along the Gulf Coast and can be found year round in 
southwest Louisiana. This species occurs on beaches, dry mud or salt flats, and the sandy shores 
of rivers, lakes, and ponds, and nests where vegetation is sparse or absent. A major threat to the 
Snowy Plover is the alteration of coastal habitat. We recommend that you take the necessary 
precautions to protect the critical habitat of this species. If you have any questions or need 
additional information, please call Michael Seymour at 225-763-3554. 

 
Waterbird Nesting Colonies 

 
Our database indicates the presence of bird nesting colonies within one mile of this proposed 
project.   Please be aware that entry into or disturbance of active breeding colonies is 
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prohibited by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF). In addition, 
LDWF prohibits work within a certain radius of an active nesting colony. 

 
Nesting colonies can move from year to year and no current information is available on the status 
of these colonies. If work for the proposed project will commence during the nesting season, 
conduct a field visit to the worksite to look for evidence of nesting colonies. This field visit 
should take place no more than two weeks before the project begins. Ifno nesting colonies are 
found within 400 meters (700 meters for brown pelicans) of the proposed project, no further 
consultation with LDWF will be necessary. If active nesting colonies are found within the 
previously stated distances of the proposed project, further consultation with LDWF will be 
required. In addition, colonies should be surveyed by a qualified biologist to document species 
present and the extent of colonies. Provide LDWF with a survey report which is to include the 
following  information: 

 
1. qualifications of survey personnel; 
2. survey methodology including dates, site characteristics, and size of survey area; 
3. species of birds present, activity, estimates of number of nests present, and general vegetation 

type including digital photographs representing the site; and 
4. topographic maps and ArcView shapefiles projected in UTM NAD83 Zone 15 to illustrate 

the location and extent of the colony. 
 

Please mail survey reports on CD to: Louisiana Natural Heritage Program 
La. Dept. of Wildlife & Fisheries 
P.O. Box 98000 
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 

 
To minimize disturbance to colonial nesting birds, the following restrictions on activity should be 
observed: 

 
- For colonies containing nesting wading birds (i.e., herons, egrets, night-herons, ibis, roseate 
spoonbills, anhingas, and/or cormorants), all project activity occurring within 300 meters of an 
active nesting colony should be restricted to the non-nesting period (i.e., September 1 through 
February 15). 

 
- For colonies containing nesting gulls, terns, and/or black skimmers, all project activity 
occurring within 400 meters (700 meters for brown pelicans) of an active nesting colony should 
be restricted to the non-nesting period (i.e., September 16 through April 1). 

 
Submerged Aquatic Vegetation 

 
Submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV) may be present in the project vicinity. Submerged aquatic 
vegetation is considered critically imperiled in Louisiana due to its extreme rarity and 
vulnerability. This extremely productive community type is known to provide food for a number 
of species, including the federally endangered manatee (Trichechus manatus). SAV acts as 
nursery areas and provide refuge for the young of many fishes and invertebrates. Work activities 
should be completed in such manner as to minimize the impacts to this natural community. Ifthe 
project is to occur at a water depth of 4 feet (1.2 meters) or less, a field visit should be conducted 
at the worksite to look for evidence of SAV.  If no SAV is found near the proposed project, no 
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further consultation with LDWF will be necessary. If SAV is found near the proposed project, 
further consultation with LDWF will be required. Contact Chris Reid at (225) 765-2820 to 
coordinate activities. 

 
Coastal Dune Grassland 

 
The database indicates  that Coastal Dune Grassland is located within the study area. This 
community is considered critically imperiled in the state of Louisiana and provides habitat for 
many unique species of plants. Dune sandbur (Cenchrus tribuloides) and Sea Oats (Uniola 
paniculata ) are two imperiled plant species that can be found within Coastal Dune Grassland 
communities. We advise you to take the necessary measures to avoid any degradation of this 
ecological community. Ifyou have any questions or need additional information, please contact 
Chris Reid at 225-765-2820. 

 
LNHP reports summarize the existing information known at the time of the request regarding the location 
in question. These reports should not be considered final statements on the biological elements or areas 
being    considered,    nor    should     they     be     substituted     for     on-site     surveys     required 
for environmental assessments. If at any time LNHP tracked species are encountered within the project 
area, please contact our biologist at 225-765-2643. 

 
This Letter of Clearance will be valid for a period of six (6) months from the date of this letter. Should 
the applicant not submit the Coastal Use Permit Application within this time frame a new Letter of 
Clearance must be obtained from LDWF prior to applying for the Coastal Use Permit. 

 
If you have any questions concerning this project please contact Vaughan McDonald at (225) 763-8807. 

Sincerely, 

Randell S. Myers 
Assistant Secretary 

 
VM 
cc:       Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority 

c/o Brian Babin (CPRA) 
Lance Campbell - LDWF 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geotextile Fabric Specifications 

 

 




























