UNITED STATES DEPARTMENTOF COMMEFCE
National Clceanicand Atmosphenic Administration
FIFHEFJIES
SERVICE
N$IIQNALMAFINE
tlabltat uonservatlon Lrlvrslon

c/o LouisianaStateUniversity
BatonRouge,Louisiana70808-7353
February8,2011 F/SER46/RHjk
225/389-0s08
Mr. Michael Farabee,Chief
Regulatory Branch, EasternEvaluation Section
Departmentof the Army, Corps of Engineers
PostOffice Box 60267
New Orleans,Louisiana7 0160
Attn: Darrell Barbara
Dear Mr. Farabee,
Reference is made to your January 20,2011, letter that forwarded comments provided by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service(FWS) regardingthe proposedmodification to U.S. Army Corps
of Engineerspermit 2004-0452-EFF for the Pelican Island Barrier Shoreline Restoration Project
(BA-38). That December 23, 20II, FWS letter indicates that the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) should take measuresto deter nesting by migratory birds on the island during
project construction.
Certain migratory bird speciesare protectedby the FWS and the Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries(LDWF). Protectedbird speciesmost likely to be encounteredinclude,
but are not limited to, gulls, tems, black skimmers, and brown pelicans. It is unlikely that brown
pelicanswill nest on Pelican Island becausethe island is lacking sufficient nest structure;
however, due to constructionof the State's emergencyberm, the island contains substratethat
could support nesting shorebirds.
The project will be constructedunder contract administeredand overseenby NMFS, and the
construction contract is conditioned to require patrol and surveillance of the construction site
during the bird nesting season. Additionally, the construction contract requires that work shall
ceaseimmediately in the event that any evidenceof nestsor eggs of any protected bird species
are discovered.
In the event that shorebirdnesting (i.e., courtship and/or mating) is observedor discoveredon the
island, NMFS shall contact FWS and the following abatementmeasureswill be employed:
1. Passivemeasuressuch as the placementof filter cloth or orange fencing material on the
beachmay deter birds from nesting. If unsuccessful,other measuressuch as dogs or
continual human presencemaybe used. More aggressivemethods ofhazing(i.e.,
cannons,flares) could also be used ifnecessary.

2 . Timing, persistence,organizatron,and diversity of abatementmeasuresare crucial in
deterring shorebirdsfrom establishingactive nesting colonies. All abatementmeasures
would be conductedby wildlife biologists\vho are familiar with shorebird ecology and
are familiar with the proposed abatementmethods. All abatementtechniques/methods
would be coordinatedwith FWS and LDWF prior to use.
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To increasethe effectivenessof the nesting prevention program, a combination of
abatementmeasureswould be employed. Additionally, the types of abatementmeasures,
as well as their spatial and temporal deployment,would be changedfrequently to reduce
the chancesthat shorebirdsbecomehabituatedto the abatementmethods.

Monitoring the effectivenessof the abatementmethods and adaptivemanagementare important
to ensuringthat the nesting prevention program is successful. NMFS will ensurethat the
effectivenessof employed abatementmeasuresare recordedand reported to FWS and LDWF.
Results of all monitoring and minimizationmeasures will be recorded and summarizedin a postconstructionreport.
We are requesting the New Orleans District authorize this modification at the earliest possible
time. If you have any questionsregarding the applications,the projects, or encloseddocuments,
pleasecontactRachel Sweeneyat (225) 389-0508,extension206. Thank you for your attention
to this matter.
Sincerely,

RichardHartman
FisheryBiologist
BatonRoueeFieldOffice
c:
Kenneth Bahlinger, OCPR
Patti Holland, USFWS

