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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority (“CPRA”) is committed to the protection and
preservation of Historic Properties, in accordance with federal and state legislation. CPRA
recognizes that despite the intensive archaeological resource field investigations that are typically
performed prior to project implementation, it is nonetheless possible that previously unknown
archaeological resources could be discovered during the project implementation process,
particularly during ground-disturbing activities (e.g., dredging, trenching, etc.). CPRA recognizes
the requirement for strict compliance with federal and state regulations and guidelines regarding
the treatment of human remains, if any are discovered. The following details the protocol that will
be followed in the event that new archaeological resources, including human remains, are
discovered during the Project implementation process.

These procedures present the approach that CPRA will use to address unanticipated discoveries
of archaeological resources during project implementation activities within the Mid-Breton Land
Bridge (BS-0032) (i.e., “the Project”). The procedures are in accordance with the current
standards of the Louisiana Division of Archaeology (“LADOA”) for cultural resource
investigations, Louisiana Archaeological Treasure Act (R.S. 41:1601-1613), Louisiana Historic
Preservation Program (R.S. 36:208 et. seq.), and the Louisiana Unmarked Human Burial Sites
Preservation Act (R.S. 8:673, Acts 1991, No. 704, 8 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1992).

2.0 APPLICABLE STATUTES AND REGULATIONS

A. Federal

« Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (16 USC 470f)

« Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act regulations (43 CFR 10) (only on
Federal lands)

B. State

« Louisiana Archaeological Treasure Act (R.S. 41:1601-1613)

« Louisiana Historic Preservation Program (R.S. 36:208 et. seq.)

 Louisiana Unmarked Human Burial Sites Preservation Act (R.S. 8:673; Acts 1991, No. 704, §

1, eff. Jan. 1, 1992)

3.0 DEFINITIONS
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Artifact: An artifact may be defined as an object that has been intentionally made or produced by
humans for a certain purpose.

Archaeological Feature: An archaeological feature implies the presence of human activity or
occupation. Archaeological features may consist of concentrations of artifacts. However, an
archaeological feature may not always be tangible in the same way as an artifact, as it may
indicate the prior presence of a monument, building, structure, or other use, including truncated
shafts (e.g. wells, cisterns, privies), foundation and cellar remains, and remains from fire hearths,
storage pits, wharves, cribbing, fill-retaining devices, and watercraft. They may also consist of
discrete deposits of non-human skeletal remains.

Archaeological Property: An archaeological resource that meets the National Register-
eligibility Historic Properties criteria.

Archaeological Resource: An archaeological resource may be composed of archaeological
features and/or human skeletal remains.

Archaeologist: A person who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s (SOI’s) Professional
Qualifications Standards (36 CFR 63).

Unanticipated Discovery: For purposes of this Project, an unanticipated discovery is a discovery
that would require Project implementation activities to stop, so that an archaeologist may evaluate
the nature of the find. Such archaeological evaluation may require a very short period of time if
the discovery is easily determined by the professional archaeologist to be of modern origin or to
be not significant, or a longer period of time, to be established through Project implementation
planning documents prepared for the Project, for the archaeologist to determine, as appropriate,
the nature and extent of the discovery. An unanticipated discovery may consist of archaeological
feature(s), including discrete deposits of non-human skeletal material. An unanticipated discovery
may also consist of any human remains located anywhere in the Project APE that were not
previously identified in the Phase | survey of the fill area or the Phase | survey of the borrow area.

4.0 PERSONNEL

Archaeologist: The contractor will have an on-call Archaeologist who will be responsible for the
implementation of this plan. It will be the responsibility of the Archaeologist to determine the
nature of any unanticipated discovery during Project implementation activities, be it a modern
artifact or an isolated artifact, or a feature that may warrant Project implementation activities to
cease for a certain period of time to permit the Archaeologist to evaluate the potential extent of
the find and coordinate with CPRA’s Project Manager (PM) and CPRA’s Environmental Section.

Construction Manager: CPRA shall designate a Construction Manager, who will be responsible
for the execution of the given Project and oversee the contractors.

Resident Project Representative (RPR): The RPR, a representative of CPRA, will be
responsible for coordinating with the Archaeologist and contacting other CPRA staff as
appropriate in the event of an unanticipated discovery.

4.0 UNANTICIPATED ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES
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Artifacts or archaeological features may be discovered by Project or contractor personnel. The
following protocols will be adhered to in the event of an unanticipated archaeological discovery
during Project implementation:

A. Stop Activities

If artifacts or features are uncovered during a Project implementation activity, the on-site
contractor’s field supervisor will stop all activity within the immediate vicinity of the discovery,
unless safety concerns are an issue. Specifically, the contractor’s crew will stop at the spot where
the find was uncovered and not resume Project implementation activities within 20 feet of the
find (30 feet for possible/suspected human remains) until cleared to proceed or directed to work
elsewhere by CPRA’s Construction Manager. This is necessary in order to provide the
Archaeologist the opportunity to determine whether the artifacts or feature(s) represent a
potentially significant site.

B. Make Notifications

After Project implementation activities have stopped in the vicinity of the find, the contractor’s
field supervisor will immediately notify the Cultural Resources Manager and CPRA’s
Construction Manager by phone or email. CPRA’s Construction Manager will notify CPRA’s PM
and CPRA’s Environmental Section by phone or email as soon as possible after they have
received notification of the discovery.

C. Initial Determinations

The Archaeologist will review the physical location and type of discovered material with the
contractor’s appropriate on-site personnel. Since the area may have already been partially
disturbed by Project construction activities, the objective will be to evaluate whether or not the
site is significant and requires further investigation. If the discovery is not a cultural resource,
construction activities may resume.

If the Archaeologist determines the discovery is a cultural resource and further damage may occur
of construction activities occur, the following activities will take place as quickly as possible:

1) The Archaeologist will determine, based on the artifacts and/or features found, the research
potential of the discovery and whether the discovery is significant or not. The discovery and its
significance will be documented in writing and transmitted by email to CPRA’s Construction
Manager and CPRA’s PM. CPRA’s PM will forward the documentation to USFWS.

2) USFWS will notify LASHPO and Tribes of the discovery by phone or email. USFWS will
contact LASHPO immediately by telephone, forward the written documentation from the
Archaeologist by email, and request concurrence of the discovery’s significance within 24 hours.
USFWS will forward by email the written documentation from the Archaeologist to interested
Tribes in order for the Tribe(s) to determine if the discovery is significant to their tribal history.

3) If LASHPO determines that on-site cultural resources investigations are required, LASHPO
will notify USFWS in writing. USFWS will notify CPRA’s PM. CPRA’s PM will notify the
Contractor that Project construction activities must cease in the area where the unanticipated
discovery occurred.

5.0 HUMAN REMAINS DISCOVERIES
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A. The discovery of human remains will be guided by the Louisiana Unmarked Human Burial
Sites Preservation Act.

B. The procedures that will be followed in the event that potential skeletal material is discovered
during Project implementation activities are as follows:

1) Stop Activities

If any personnel on the Project site identify potential human skeletal remains or indicators of
potential human skeletal remains, such as mortuary monuments such as gravestones, the
contractor’s on-site field supervisor will stop all Project implementation activities that could
affect the integrity of the remains. The remains and any associated funerary objects will not be
touched, moved, photographed or further disturbed until assessed by the Archaeologist.

2) Make Notifications

If potential human skeletal remains are discovered, the contractor’s field supervisor will notify
CPRA’s Construction Manager, who will direct the contractor to work elsewhere within the
Project, observing a 30-foot buffer zone around the limits of the find, and in turn notify the
Archaeologist.

3) Initial Determinations

The Archaeologist will determine if the skeletal remains are human; this may require consultation
with an on-call physical anthropologist. If the Archaeologist determines the skeletal remains to be
non-human and no other archaeological features that require evaluation are present, CPRA’s
Construction Manager will notify the contractor’s field supervisor that Project implementation
activities may proceed within the find spot.

If the Archaeologist determines the remains to be human, CPRA’s Construction Manager will
notify CPRA’s Environmental Section. CPRA’s Environmental Section will notify the parish
coroner’s office USFWS, and the CPRA PM. USFWS will notify the State Archaeologist
following the provisions of the Louisiana Unmarked Human Burials Site Preservation Act (R.S.
671 et seq). Within 24-hours of the notification, the State Archaeologist shall notify any Tribe
that has indicated interest in the area of the discovery. The coroner shall assess the nature and age
of the human skeletal remains. If the coroner determines that the human skeletal remains are older
than 50 years of age, the Louisiana Division of Archaeology has jurisdiction over the remains and
will work out appropriate plans among property owners, appropriate Tribes, living descendents,
and other interested parties to insure compliance with existing state laws. No human skeletal
remains will be removed until jurisdiction is established.

6.0 LIST OF CONTACTS

CPRA PM

April Newman

150 Terrace Ave

Baton Rouge, LA 70802
(225) 342-6412
april.newman@la.gov

CPRA Construction Manager
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David Chambers, P.E.
CERM Bldg., Ste 309
2045 Lakeshore Dr.
New Orleans, LA 70122

Resident Project Representative
Joseph Sensebe

3850 N. Causeway Blvd. Suite 990
Metairie, LA 70002

CPRA Environmental Section
Elizabeth Davoli

150 Terrace Ave

Baton Rouge, LA 70802
(225) 342-4616
Elizabeth.Davoli@la.gov

USFWS Project Manager
Robert Dubois

(337) 291-3127

200 Dulles Dr.

Lafayette, LA 70506
Robert_dubois@fws.gov
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