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Project Description:

The Delta Wide Crevasses (MR-09) project area is
located in Plaguemines Parish on the active
Mississippi River Delta.

Wetland creation processes on the Mississippi
River Delta have been disrupted through the
natural processes of subsidence and eustatic

sea level rise, as well as through human activities.
The major factors are dredging of navigation
canals and construction of flood control levees.
Navigation canals have caused saltwater intrusion
into coastal marshes. Artificial levees divert
necessary sediment flow onto the continental shelf
and also prevent the seasonal flooding of marsh
habitat.

This project attempts to mimic the natural
crevasse formation process that was once so vital
in delivering sediment and freshwater flow to the
Mississippi River Delta. Crevasses are breaks in
the levee that allow overbank deposition of
sediments to occur in adjacent interdistributary
receiving bays. The sediment carried in the water
from a newly created crevasse quickly settles out
of the water column and allows subaerial land to
be created. This is the foundation for future
colonization by marsh vegetation and wildlife
habitat. Future growth of the newly created marsh
occurs through sediment trapping action of the
emergent vegetation.
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Note: The difference in the 2001 and 2002 acreage totals is due to
missing photography in 2002.
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