USGS flight for Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Hurricane Katrina Flight 9/7/05
Ron Boustany, NRCS, accompanied USGS, NPS and FWS personnel on this USGS flight of two aircraft.  These observations will likely be superseded by Ron’s more detailed assessment.

Personnel:  Tommy Michot and Chris Wells (USGS), Fred Roetker (FWS), Martha Segura (NPS), Ron Boustany (NRCS).

Route of flight:  Lafayette, Jean Lafitte NP Barataria Unit, Davis Pond CWPPRA, New Orleans, Chalmette Battlefield, Caernarvon CWPPRA, St Bernard Parish, Gulf Islands National Seashore (Cat Island, W Ship Island, East Ship Island, Horn Island, Petit Bois Island) to Mobile.  Return flight Sandhill Crane NWR, Ocean Springs, Gulfport, Biloxi, Long Beach, Pass Christian, Bay St Louis, Waveland, Pearl River estuary, Fritchie Marsh CWPPRA, Big Branch NWR thence to Lafayette.

Davis Pond CWPPRA
The structure appeared intact.  There was no overwash of the structure.  However, a significant amount of debris had accumulated about the structure on the river side.
Caernarvon CWPPRA
The structure appeared intact and there was no overwash of the structure. The search for water management control structures in the marsh revealed that most were unlocatable.  The marsh often appeared as though scraped of surface vegetation, occasionally for hundreds of yards.  The water is still above the marsh and extremely turbid.  There is considerable debris throughout the marsh, both natural and anthropogenic.

MRGO
The levee along the west side of the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet was repeatedly breached and severely eroded over much of it’s length.  Overwash debris is scattered for hundreds of yards inland.
Fritchie Marsh CWPPRA
Large amounts of housing material, numerous small craft and anthropogenic debris is scattered within Fritchie Marsh.  Freshwater species of plants appear salt-damaged.

Fritchie Marsh Control Area CWPPRA

As with Firitchie Marsh, the control area has abundant household and other anthropogenic debris scattered about.  Freshwater vegetation appears severely stressed or dead.
Abundant photography was taken of these specific areas of interest to NRCS (as well as any other area photographed along the flight line indicated previously) and is available for distribution.  
