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Strategy Selection

The Breaux Act Technical Committee met on February 8, 2001 and selected the following strategy for the Terrebonne Basin. The attached table summarizes the actions of the Technical Committee. The Region 3 Regional Planning Team members are requested to start considering projects for this strategy.  The Breaux Act agencies are available to help with this preliminary project development.

 Project Nomination

 The Terrebonne Basin Subcommittee of the Region 3 RPT will meet at  Morgan City Municipal Auditorium on March 7 at 2 p.m.  The Subcommittee will discuss  the selected strategy and consider the most effective projects do accomplish it. The Technical Committee encourages the Subcommittees to develop only the best projects. If too many projects are developed, screening, which must be done within a limited time,  can only be cursory.  The projects must be consistent with the strategies. 

Once a limited number of projects are nominated for each strategy, the Subcommittee will assign a Breaux Act agency to develop the data necessary to prepare fact sheets on each nominated project.  

Project Development
The agencies will complete these Fact Sheets by April 6.  During the remainder of April, the Environmental and Engineering Work Groups will meet to apply the Coast 2050 criteria to each project and the Engineering Work Group will estimate the preliminary fully funded cost of each project.  All this information will be furnished to the Planning and Evaluation Subcommittee who will prepare a matrix of projects by basin in order of ranked strategies.  This matrix will be mailed to the Technical Committee by May 7.  The Technical Committee will meet on May 17 and select 20 projects or fewer as Phase 0 candidates for PL 11.

These candidate projects will be analyzed by the Engineering and Environmental Work Groups during the summer and fall.  In early January 2002, the Breaux Act Task Force will select the projects for PL 11.  

Description and Status of Selected Strategy for the Terrebonne Basin

14. Restore and maintain the barrier islands and gulf shoreline such as Isles Dernieres, Timbalier barrier island chains, Marsh Island, Point au Fer and Cheniere Au Tigre (including back barrier beaches).  The Timbalier and Isles Dernieres barrier island chains have severely eroded.  Marsh Island has lost almost 10,000 acres since 1932, with much of the loss occurring along its shorelines.  The shoreline along Cheniere Au Tigre in the Vermilion Bay Marsh mapping unit is retreating at a rate of 30 ft. per year.  This strategy would restore the island chains and gulf shorelines to a condition suitable for maintaining the integrity of the estuarine system.  The Barrier Shoreline Feasibility Study has evaluated alternative restoration measures, costs, and benefits of restoring the island chains.  This strategy is anticipated to create moderate amounts of marsh and barrier beaches.  Marsh Island and the Cheniere Au Tigre shoreline west of Southwest Pass would also benefit from shoreline protection projects.

Status of Strategy.  Several barrier island projects have been completed under the Breaux Act: East, Trinity, Whiskey and Raccoon in the Dernieres and East Timbalier.  A project is approved for Timbalier Island.

10.  Restore historic hydrologic conditions of major tidal exchange points or prevent adverse tidal exchange points between Gulf/lake, lake/marsh, bay/marsh, gulf/bay and marsh/navigation channel locations. This strategy could be used to restore vast acres of marshes to their natural or historic salinity regimes as occurred before 1949.  Both natural and man-made impacts could be ameliorated through construction of projects designed to reduce saltwater intrusion, increase freshwater input, reduce wind/wave erosion, manage hydrology, and contain man-made channels within prescribed dimensions.  This strategy would also allow for projects to be constructed which would restore natural drainage patterns.  Impacts to navigation interests would be required to be considered during the project development phase. For example, this strategy could reduce cross-sections of Southwest Pass in a manner acceptable to navigation, in order to restore historic, hydrologic and salinity conditions in order to protect wetlands and restore tidal prism.

Status of Strategy. Several completed Breaux Act projects contain features that address this strategy: Point au Fer, Lake Chapaeau, Brady Canal, and Cote Blanche.  

Maintenance of Gulf, Bay and Lake Shoreline Integrity.  This strategy includes an array of shoreline protection technologies in locations where excessive erosion of gulf, bay and lake rims would expose interior marshes to increased rates of erosion or severe hydrologic change.  The strategy is not intended to armor all shorelines or to prevent normal shoreline retreat and rollover.

Status of Strategy.  This strategy has been used extensively in this basin.

8. Dedicated delivery and/or beneficial use of sediment for marsh building by any feasible means.  This strategy could be used to rebuild wetlands on a small scale at sites across the region 3.  Sediment should be used where appropriate for marsh building. When normal maintenance operations are occurring, this sediment shall be used where appropriate for marsh creation.

Status of Strategy.  The Corps does beneficial use of dredged material, sometimes under the Federal Standard and sometimes with a cost-sharing partner, in this basin. 

